THE. 4
RESURRECTION®
OF BOARDING

BACK TO THE
FUTUREOR
FORWARD TO
THEPAST?

For many centurics boarding repre
sented o main technique of naval war-
fare, ifnot the only, Even when the guns
and carronades were already thunder-
ing over the seas, the only way 1o put
the enemy’s resistance (o an end wis
often to put a detachment of noval
infantry onboard in the harm’s way
[hen at the end of the 19° century this
method of warfare faded away, About
one century later, when the instabiliny
replaced the long-time equilibriums,
naval forees were pgnin ealled to board
vessels, though this time the context
was guite different. Mot anymore the
end of furious noval battles, most often
the only way 1o control the situation
when other more technologically
pdvanced sensors were not of help.

Well-coordinated measures 1o com-
bat todav’s scourpe are reguined
Besides better platforms, industry is
offiermg specific equipments, including
BHIE, small-calibre rapid-fre
wieapons, excellent low-cost sensors,
devices for the monitonng of chemical
hazardous agents aboard ships, digital
communications, and improved com-
puter tischnology,
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TODAY'S YB5S NEEDS
NEW SHIPS

Todtary, boandimg opsemations kave booomic the
Drvsil anad ey ol imsos] manval deploncnis
VHSS {Vessel Boarding Seanch & Seveurejisn
siprilicani componesi of most of these ofea-
taoeres, ‘Whale n proficiency in ASW, AAW and
ASuW mizst be maimtained by amy naval serviee,
o shoiill recosness (sl ihey ang -ill'\-||.,'|‘|.||: ::.
durimg traming and exercisess, while Mantime
Socunity Uiporatsons | M 5CR) and Nlamizme bnber-
iaispn [neralions NI e cormied oot on 0
ilasly hass
The odid-tirmes non-isl-war wene destpned and
haailt with a clear atention 1o the meed of the
boardmyg partses: high foee amd ol castles 1o ropel
herstali floroes, (ighting dops fhons whens missiles
cold be lanmsched, spaces for manne oops
wide avmlabicy of Mght arms, cie. Today the
il fecenl combatans h,l,'\. = |'\-|.,'n|'\- ol irnidi-
tsoral warfare capabibitios, yet very often they
lack mspocilic TETINITS Y SAIPPOFT PO Isand-
img opemutions. Ships as modern as the “ Arleigh
Hurke” class deserovers, or the Fronoo-lealuan
HOBRIA0N, oF the Userrman “Sechsen”™ clus rep-
resend the curment lop of naval technology, b
were deugned afier "Cold War roquaromonts,
whene M5O and M0 were considered mostly
a Ciomst Guarnd ek Ag o comeguence, the anly
IR OYET PIEY oS |!-_-\-\.|F||'.. woiis ligtial-
ol on laving one or tan RHIR onboand, rogher
haii the aliva | etsaals o Bhe sl classes

[ T samiIOn 15 gsing lo idraagicalby clhamge
foar il mexd classes of surface combatants. For
msance, the lalian MNasy's FREMM-GP
(“Hergamam ¢lass) ane 1o be fbed with thioe
RHIB, ome T bt o o '.II.|:||.' ~paretl bt o
the: starboand side, one T-1 m boad on the: por
sicke adavil, aned one T-1 Im Boat in the afi siermn
mmp, with & Lalroni dedicnbed |lmunch and
recovery sysiem capable of handlmg ap fo |12
s logkls

Th ASW varmnt of the FREMM clas wall
arve only fwa badls on the sides, as the Siemm
arca will be used for the VDS gears. The
“Hlerparmin” class wall also festure 2 addinonal
accommoeilatiogs. W an Embarked A s
Force (EMF ) with the very same standard osed
foor the other permaneni members of the crow
Ihie ezl [ of o vuriasis b ...||,'|,|.|||r s
operate twao MHW0 helicopters. or one AW 10
sl one MW The hangar ool slso hose o
cosiasner for special pears o be ussd dunng ihe
Busarding as well as o support Speainl Dpers-
tirs. The frigate will also have reconfigurabi:
spaces 1o be usexd as a hoefimg room or 3 mis
sion plannang roeom with adequate aooess withe
Elip s communicalions and classified C415R
monereab-time netwonk

Thee fusure LIk Foval Savy's Crlodal Coimbal
Ship(a.ka, Type 26 s being dessgned {rom s
very omsel wath fall miarchangeabde capahili-
Bes, Inc sl hiss almed o NS0 and ML
A woldie nBt mimsson bay will allow opemtions of
bodbs  shed olher  mEssioh  oqinipien e
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